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GENTLEMEN, i 
Kg S I think it a duty incumbent „ 

n on me, as a Member of your 

NN AY Society, to promote to the ut- 

Narri moſt of my power the views of 


1 KAKIRIIRIR your eſtabliſhment; I trouble you 


with my Sentiments cn a ſubje& 
eh | have very much at heart, and which, 


for ſeveral Yeats . 1 Have been particularly 4 


| * in. 


* 


| 1 imagine it to be the intention of the So- 
ciety to encourage the ſtudy, and practice of 


Agriculture in general, and to advance the 


Huſbandry of the Eaſt Riding in particular, 
either dy: improving the methods already in 
uſe, or by introducing new and more bene- 
ficial ones; Population and Manufactures too 


being ſo nearly connected with the culture of J 


the Earth, muſt be comprehended in the molt 


3} enlarged Ideas of th: inſtitution : Theſe prin - 


cipal objects forming (as I apprehend) tbe plan 
ot your meetings, with many other 'inferioc 
and ſubordinate ones, it may be of ſome uſe 
d - conſider in what manner to inſure ſucceſs - 
| to your Patriotic undertaking. That there are 
| great deficiencies in the General Agriculture | 
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-  ©f this Riding, your inſtitution is a, prof; 
but as, in the Human Body, it is firſt neceſ- 
- ſary to examine the nature and cauſe of the 
. diſorder, as well as the conſtitution of, the 
patient, before a remedy can be applied, ſo it rf 
is equally incumbent. on thoſe, WU Would 
 ., Correct the errors, and improve the practices 
in farming, to procute an accurate ſtate of the 
errors, and practices, which actually ſubſiſt, in 
| ſhort, a general knowledge of the preſent ſtate 
bf Agriculture in his) Riding. How this 
| . knowledge may be obtained is the object of 
my enquiry. Many people have by — i 
acquired uſeful intelligence. of the mode of 
Cultivation in different Counties, but beſides 
the difficulty of ſelecting the beſt information, 
it is impoſſible in many caſes for the under - 
taker:to be · very accurate becauſe he muſt rely 
oy the reports of other people, whoſe we | 
and capacity of judging in - rural matters, he 
is often ,unacquanied with. . Every Farmer 
can give the beit account of his on manage» 
ment, and I pꝛeſume it would be in the power 
of every Member of this Society eaſily to pro- 
cute certain :and diſtinct accounts of the ſtate 
ol Huſbandry in his own neighbourhood; theſe 
lepetatle accounts given in to the Society a- 
bridged, and reduced into order by ſome of 
5 Tk Members, and then inſerted in the Book, 
would enable every one to form the cleareſt _ 
len al. our 3 J and then a remedy | 
Wh 1 | 
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c might be "= to thoſe dt imperſec- 

tions, we at preſent labour under. I there- 
fore humbly propoſe, that the Secretary of the 
Society be ordered to write circular letters to 
each of the Members, requeſting them in the 
Sbeieties name to lend à fetter to their Secre- 
| tary on or before the next Meeting, contains 


| ing information of the ſtate of Hoſbandry in 


their particular Pariſh, with anſwers to the fol- 
| lowing queiies, together with any other obler- 
vations or intelligence, the writer may {think | 


3 proper to give. Quzre, What number of In- 
| habitants does your Pariſh conſiſt of ? in what 


portion are the Farmers, Labourers, and 


Poor? what number of Acres does it contain? 


'The general nature of the Soil, fize of Farms 


and quantity of Stock of every kind? Phe 
- Rent, diſtinguiſhing' the incloſed from com- 
mon, and open field land? Price of labour 


and implements of huſbandry-? - The vufual 
courſe of 'crops, and mean produce of each? 
_ The numbers of Plowings, and quantity of 
manure to an acre, alfo the kinds of it? 


1 you think peculiarly defective or lau - 


dable, what the main obſtacle to improve 
ment, and how to be removed ? is à naviga- 
dle canal, better roads, or the eſtabiſhment 
355 of a rpg n N 
45 11 0 member of the! Soelety 0 bid | 
5 his own n knowledge, or che beſt information to be 
* had 


ſolution of the above difficulties, thoſe ma- 


T5171 


had on the ſpot, tranſmit to the Secretary a 


terials digeſted into order, would ſerve as data, 
whereon to proceed with certainty, and would 


form ſuch a collective body of inſtructions, as 
would be ineſtimable. The authority of ſuch” 
maiter would be infinitely more authentick, 
than any Book on the ſubject, and more re- 


plete with real knowledge, The Eaſt Riding 


| Has not the character of being the moſt en- 


lightened in the ſcience of cultivation, nor _ 


its cconomical practices been upheld as 


pattern for imitation, and yet I doubt not n= 


uſeful diſcoveries would reſult from this cor» 
reſpondence, many momentous trüths be 
| brought to light : The infinite variety of ſoils, 
together with the various modes of tillage, 
the numerous tribe of vegetables cultivated | 
both according to the old and new Huſbandry, 
the different ways of managing Paſtures, the 


perfecting antient, and introducing modern, or 


zs they are called the artificial Graſſes, with a 
multitude of other circumſtances, which ſo 


large an extent of country, as the Eaſt- Riding 


contains, would then be comprehended in one 


view; we might then plainly diſcover where 


the chief cauſe of fertility is in the ſoil, where 


it is owing to a. more perfect tilth, or larger 


ſupply of manure: The moft profitable ways 
of managing a farm would appear and ſerve as 
a oath 10 induſtry, a a Ko culture. blog. 


noted, Ty Sed 88817 ſhame its fol. 
lowers into a better method: neither could 
the truth, or weight of ſuch collected intelli- 
Igence be diſputed, when atteſted with the 
names of the Members of the Society; every 
done might have an opportunity of ſeeing and 
_ examining without the loſs of much time or 
travelling many miles from home, any parti» 
_ cular experiment, or general management that 
appeared | in any reſpect ſuperior to his Own. 


_—* communication of farming ideas once 
| eſtabliſhed, and the general defects in our 
| Hoſbandry clearly diſcovered, ſhould the So- 
ciety think it adviſeable to offer Premiums, they 
can be at no loſs for proper objects: pre- 
miums, when judiciouſly introduced, operate 
: wonderfully, and have a double effect from 4 
nice and critical application, ks 
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| Thus Gentlemen bave 1 dc 08 
point out a proper path for the Society to 1 
tread in its Infancy, not doubting but your 
foſtering care and protection will be able to 
guide, and direct its ſteps ſecurely unto Man- 
hood: I ſhall be happy to ſee theſe hints, 

' || which I have preſumed to lay before vou, 

and which. ſhould be conſidered only as an im- 

reve ſketch, improve under your auſpicious 
ands into a more complete and, finiſhed pic: 

ture: My * 2 in the cauſe you have 
he 
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of its being trifling and inſignificant ; for, in this | 
- cauſe, zeal will ſupply the place of knowledge, 
plain . truth, be more valuable than erudition; 


8 * have the honour t be. 


cultute in their Neighbourhood, which OP 


= TT 


1 engaged i in, are Gi nor ſhall my u feeble aid 


be wanting in its ſupport, no Member ſhould . 
refuſe its aſſiſtance to the body from an opinion 


eveiy minute part in an edifice is neceflary to 


form a compact whole, and theſe united ma- 


terials will ſerve as a foundation for ſuch a noble | 
— ſiruQure, as will reſiſt the efforts of time, and be 
the admiration of future ages, | 


ws 3 SA 
; 9 Your moſt 3 5 
Centon, . humble Servant, 


"IF gth Jams 2790. n. LEGARD. 


"I B, It is the earneſt PR" & the fn Y 


 _tlemen aſſembled at their laſt Meeting, that 
| each Member of the Society do ſend a Letter 


to me on or before the next Meeting, contain- 


ing Anſwers to the foregoing quæries, together 


with/ any other remarks of the flate of Agri» 


way think e to add. 
„ Beverley, | - ROBERT APPLETON, 1 
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